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Hank On the Big Screen, Mont., AL AMYy Tur no
by Jett Williams

ont gomer i an shis[ladteitest 6And, d&f conrse; nearby i
town and where she wathe Oakwood Cemetery where Hank g

born] were among the firsburied 8 next to Audrey, the wife he hat a quarter we have

to watch T hteiceldvaded. RKeilhesays he woul had closing out last

The stars, members of the cresome out of his grave if someone buri year! We went to Chi-

and Jett and Keith were among the celélim next to his exwife, to whom he re- cago to promote the

rities who showed up at the Montgomefye r s as #AThe Pl ai nlatestrelease by Time Life of the previy 1 1,
Performing Arts Centre on Oct. 20 for atracts more tourists than anything e OUSly unknown songs my dad recorded;

preview showing of the film about Hank n Al a b a ma . No w, Wewentto Shreveportand puton a sl e .
Williamsé final dathng. out show in tribute to The Great One
The Duo, stars Henry Thomas Back to the moviét h e f [Hank] and heralding the release of the

and Jesse James, screenwriter Howpublicist Tim Jackson said the idea f Movie The Last Ride; we went to Mont-
Klausner, music composer Benji Gaithtire film started with screenplay write) 90mery to promote the movie; we filmed

[son of Nashville greats Bill and Glori®ub Cornett and Klausner, who wrote t|4 ségments for the soon to be released
Gaither] and producer [and Montgomesyc r eenpl ay f or | Lary Black produced Family Reunion, 5 ¢ ¢
native] Rodney Stone were at the recépo wb oy s . 0 Kl ausne unaway success engdpdl
tion before the preview showing. Aftescript to his friend Gaither who shared ® f @t 1 ons; o~ we went p
the preview showing that evening thei t h his friend, tin South Dakota and did two shows, =~ K
film was shown in limited release at Thomason, best known for directing su Penefitting the  Sheriffs  Association

theaters across the country, including TheV hits as i Ev e there; | d_id a show for ROPE here in
Rave in Montgomery, on the 21st. ltwil De si gni ng Wo me n. ¢Nashville; I was the Grand Marshal,
go into wide release in January. Williams is played by Thomas©nce again, in the Dauphin Isl. AL

Good friend Alabama Travel &h o despite bei ng Christmasparade; |shottwo bucksons pe g
Tourism Director Lee Sentell said havilgohn, © A Gangs of Ourproperty with a muzzle loader [my
the celebrity studded preview in MonfLe gends of t he Ffirsttimeusingone]; |did media blitzes |
gomery was a boonbyomamy abamabe ¢ biforthe new release in Tampa and fgr 5 ¢ s
i s m. AThis will dgamesatwasa all sto af the CMAin Nashville; | slugged away G ¢ ¢
sation about Hank and encourage people it Gets, 0 bef ora myweeklysSiriusXM radio show; and ¢ g
to come to the museums in Montgomesy,s A Bl ow. 0 fJump e rWe wenttoDC for meetings with Time; ¢ | y
Georgiana, and Tuscumbia to learn mdEé f ect , © pl ays t h elife on new initiatives and follow up
about Americads gr ea tkaleytCuomp whotcould ndideas. -
end, 0 said Sent el lattend, is best know for starring inthe T In addition to all that, George

If you are really into The Great er i es fThe Bi g B Jonesandlwentinsearchofthe miss- |, ¢
One, there is much to see in Montgos-h ow f or Kei t h, t 1ing child of their housekeeper [and p 4 p
ery. The baby blue 1952 Caddy in whithue Caddy convertible the state has ;found him]8 we 61 1 expl ai n.
he died is right across the street in a logaired for Hank Williams PR and whic 0 do something Ray Scott [BASS Mas-
mus e um. The EI i tves silliagfir€the lolbir. ©h, dett faaest ters] and | have been trying to do for
dad performed four days before he diedfiinks he must have this car at sor WO yearsd go fishing at his world
nearby, as is the City Hall Municipgloint. Back to business. Sentell ga"@hown facility. — Keith and | were
Auditorium where some 25,000 mournepsimary credit to our very own Jettste 9uests of he and his delightful wife
showed up on a snowy Sunday afternasho has 4 songs on the soundtrack, Susan. Of course | closed out the year

for his funeral. There is a life sized statbeinging this event to Montgomery. with the Opry and hosting the ET Mid-
facing across Perry Street to the site Myfch of the above is credited to a fine article in t night Jamboree. Sit back; enjoy. Jett
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Louisiana Hayride Celebrates Hank

our days b e f o rBenji Gaithet djdo aneacoysdics set withot her was singing #l
film premier oTonyfRameg. Sbraewhere R ihedegtderByt i | | in Love with Y
the Duo, along with Jeremy Paand Jesse James talk about Hank wviitrn. All you had to do was see and hear
sons, the young artist you hawdaggie. The show closed with Jettledd-er t o know she bel on

read about here and whom they manaigeg, the cast and audience with a siag One of the highpoints for the

were in Shreveport, LA for an evembng of JAMBALAYA & | SAW THE Duo was meeting and spending time with

slammed together in record time by prolGHT. Louisianads Lt. Gover

ducers and dear buddies Maggie and Al- By golly that about did it! Thewho presented a proclamation to the

ton Warwick in collaboration with Harryolks that made the event a full houseovie folks and Jett proclaiming October

Thomason and the movie folks. It waswere sure glad they did. And the actdr6th LOUISIANA HAYRIDE CELE-

tribute to Hank and a celebration of hésxd other movie folks seemed to haveB&RAT |1 ON OF HANK WI L

career and association with the Louisiagand timed the Duo certainly did. DAY. Init he states, in part:

Hayride, now owned by the Warwicks. Reviewing the event, Elaine AHank Williams bec«
The show was at a magnifice®t her i dge of KWKH stanodf the wofldlaimaus leovistanat Hayw a s

old theatred the Strandd and it was aheld with fanfare, kicking off a new erdde stage and radio show, and resided in

full house. T he dohtheMegemdasy shiow that began theASiweveport through the years of 1948

the first being a medley of The Greeters of legends, Hank Williams,, Elvis952, and

Oneds music by s onResldy0 Jolannyt Casht dahnny Hartbny d i Hagk Williams created the gene-

Maggie. The second half of the show wa@arl Perkins, Faron Young, Jim Reevess of a music revolution at the Louisiana

al |l about A The L asSlim Rhitnand and nmdny Dbthdarst Addaynde that ghanged the world, blending

a couple of Hank classics following Jethough it was held on the anniversary mfots of American country and blues mu-

emy Parsons singing a hit song he wrédd vi s & f ir st p e r f osic that mper theopathwayhfar acéeptgncei d

entitled AThe Nightthddamks iWe | wa @ mmo Dt dé ythe dghenkniesal sourdls wf &leisu g h
Then we got to the movie folkger, Jett Williams ...brought back theresley, Jonny Cash, Carl Perkins, Johnny

but t hey wer endt nmeenectriineds @i d h g efedHtohon raadds counmtlessi ather artists and

they were on stage singing. Henry Tho- nJett told me mulsatci ahe. awas t he

mas [who plays Hank] sang with the barfl.lY vonne 0 i n Jambal ay d&reatjobdwell tdbne, tMagdiee&

Chicago, the Drake Hot el & Bo¢kl

ack in the day when Jett anBookbi nder 6 s Red S®@pspup.r They ariadpto make hthem-

Keith were hustling arounchadn 6t seen it a n geWdsefeek betteli lpycremindirty i them-y 2

from his law office in DC toyears earlierd so they ordered it, okelves theyhad bought enough ingredi-

just about anywhere trying t@ourse. It was out of this world. ents to make a wash t
keep enough clients in the net to finance In fact, it was so out of thisfy our tongue sl ap your

Jettds 9 year | e g anorldthat dett and Keltheggt enthesedraidd t HAéelin the day finally came and
selves in Philadelphia for a meeting withanted to make it themselvés a culi- the Dynamic Duo took all the goods to
a potential client. While Keith was doingary extravaganza; just the two of thetime cabin in the woods and set about the
his legal thing, Jett went off exploringooking at the cabin in the woods. Keihr epar at i on of Bookbi
and found the Liberty Bell and all manneonned the chef out of the recipe. It apeup. They chopped, minced, and such
of other historic things, including Bookpeared hugely complicated and wittke. In the course of going through the
binder és Re st aur arehough inghnedients to bxalain whyeaecapeps they decided it was really alcohol
operation since Ben Franklin was in dia-o0 s t so much and soumb2ocupk of eharddrinaygtoscups cd n -
pers. som. But they were excited as they areoking sherry with a dollop added upon

To celebrate the new client, amgbmetimes prone to be and within sevesarving.
after she had shown Keith the manmyeeks the game was afoot. Some of the Time to sit down and partake of
things she had discovered, they wentitgredients they had never heard of atieir creation, the result of hours of work.
Bookbinder ds f or dheyknen they wollldh lmverto go poedoti awa sy a wf ul . AThey
was Red Snapper Soup, and it was outupicale grocery store closer to Nashvipjeisoner§ i f t hey di d, t hey
this world. Now, that is prologue to tht# get the goods. Well, they did and witht , 0 sai d the Jettste
Duo going to Chicago on a media blithe assistance of half the employees of tbearles Dickens: More gruel, sir?
promoting the new CD. They stayed store they found what was called for.  Yuck!!! And they had 30 bowls more. To
the historic Drake Hotel and ate in their It was a shocker when the tab f& » %% wi t h Bookbinder d
restaurant the specialty of which wasl| | the fAstuff @ foveSeupowep é n oRreo g r$els0s0o ! T
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Ray Scott & Jett: A Legend & A Legacy

me folks are larger than lifedhad a restaurant and Miss Lilly had manager in 1980, and, as president, he
Ray Scott, who singlehandedlyoarding house above, where Hank liveduld take refuge with his buddy Ray at
urned bass fishing into a multivhen the family first moved from Georgthe bass retreat. So, there are facilities,
illion dollar industry, is such ana to Montgomery. high platforms and such like that were con-
person. Jett got one of his first promo- They just had themselves a bfgructed for the Secret Service security
tional free plastic tackle boxes when stime, while the camera crew and Keittetail. As you readers know, Keith was
was a puppy. But until a couple of yeanere sweating bullets. They finallilational Director of Democrats for Reagan
ago she had never met him. In Alabanshowed up, with hot dogs as if nothing wBsish, so they had a lot to talk about from
and world wide, he is as legendary to bagsng on. Then the cameras rolled on the day. Near the lodge is the Bush cabin
fishing as the Bear was to Alabama fodt-i | mi ng of A The Wi Wwheredhe two presidents stayed. Ray and
ball. After that, Ray would call Keithhis staff cleared the entire facility of other
He started out selling burial poland Jett and just insist that they comeestsd so Keith and Jett were the only
cies [Aa nickel ¢ h éowrp te his bassdfishing rfesom in Hdpeiests. e And He gave them the Bush cabin
when he was a kid. He hit his lick when ktull, AL. Now, this place is world refor their quarters.
founded the Bass Angler Sportsman Soodwned and the main lake on the property That first afternoon, other than
ety in 1968. Better known as B.A.S.S., h&as designated by one of the major indfieezing to death, Jett and Jim caught 2
grew its membership to over 600,000y publications as the best bass fishinige bass. That evening the Duo met the
Ray created tournaments, circuits and Walse in North America. Well, this wenihdomitable Susan Scott for the first time
to bass fishing what Bill France was tmack and forth, was scheduled, reschedwuded it was love at first sight. Such a de-
NASCAR. and jaw boned to death. But Ray was lightful outgoing spirit. Susan fixed a culi-
He obviously loves fishing but sistent and Jett was salivating. Of coursary extravaganza for supper and the visit-
he also loves Hank Williams. So whehe Duo has been so busy with their vang was rampant. It truly was a gathering
Jerry Kyser told him a year or so ago thais initiatives that someone was gonofeagles. The legend and the legacy just

he had become close to Jett and Keithéndve t o say, fifenolwhald al béady., i Raywei sar
that Jett was in tgwnngotodi Hom AThel gVgtb Kedpbastep ahead of him, or you are
the Discovery Channel everybody wanted But it wasnot ieaosbe. And Beeig dlwayw mte somer

to get together for lunch. Kyser salvagééhbama as the Grand Marshal of tht@ng. After selling B.A.S.S., he and two
downtown Montgomery and is a mové&hristmas parade on Dauphin Islasdns formed The Whitetail Institute, which
and shaker in the soon to be Hank Muse[s®econd year in a row] on Saturday, Deeveloped and markets seed for planting
and Hank©o6s Pl ace cdrbes Brah uThey rdtove afl nigh® éorgeh deer plots that would grow horns on a
[working with the Duo]. home in the wee hours of Sunday morniregk. Hugely successful. Keith and Jett
They gathered together at Dreamn the 4th; had Monday the 5th in the dfave been using it for yeads long before
land BBQ [an AL institution] and it wadice; and left for the Scott manse on Tudkey met Ray Scott.
love at first sight between Ray & Jetlay the 6th. They left at the crack of dawn The second day and the first full
They talked and talked, while Keith areb Jett could fish that afternoon. Theday of fishing boded ill at the beginning of
Jerry kinda just looked at each other awds, however, a probled the weatherthe morning. White caps in the lake; howl-
them while trying to take it all in. It wenfiorecast was horrid: rain, wind, cold. ing wind; and a wind chill factor well be-
on so long that Keith had to excuse himself We, however, know the Jettstelow freezingand this is central Alabama
to go meet with the camera crew for tdamn the weather, full steam ahead. Shenot TN or SD! Nobody thought the fish
filming, with the assurance that Ray woudthd heroverqualified guidelim Liner hititwoul d bi te but the Je
bring Jett straight away to the Renaissandée and to the water they took, after hours, so lets fish. And they caught 25 and
Hot el for t he s h o obunch of infraductions amal bisitiagn Jim 0 get iavey. Wow! That night saw an-

Ray. iSee you i n ¢the MmophyuBass,Rétregi LaddefMamageter culeary extravaganza this time pre-
Straight away my patootie. Keith and tlend Resident Biologist and he knows exared by a grandson chef. A few guests
crew were set up and ready. No Jettct | y what he i s dnere ingitedd Jere tKgser, rgentiored y o |
Keith called the restaurant, which was odiitle history on this place. Ray Scott gotéarlier and the daughter of the late mayor

a block away. fi T h going ih 2968, wh2rm he rouilinthet6@ acoé dVgragomery Emory Folmer and her

said someone. lake. We mentioned folks come frohmubby were there. Folmer was also one of

An hour went by and no Jett. Raground the world to fish here. Some seri-h 0 s e Al arger t han I
Scott had slap kidnapped her. He tookleeu s VI P& s © issch &s,Presidaughiee & delight. Lies were told; pranks
to Chrisd hot advorg- demte &eosge Herbert Walker Bush awere played. It was grand. Next morning
gomery institution and a place The Grdaeorge W. Bush, both of whom have bedeit and Jim caught 4 beauties, then it was
One [Hank] used to frequent in the dayere numerous times. Bush #41 pickiwbe to bring her home. Goodbyes were
Then he took her to see where his mé&tay Scott to be his Alabama campaigaid to Jim Liner, Jim Kientz [Exec. Direc-
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R. O.P.E.0S DECEMBER 4
hat is not ou JETT WILLIAMS SPECIAL GUEST

headline bu

tf}e headlinf APPEARANCE
cesse ot oy var MEMBERS WITNESSED HISTORY ON STAGE
R.O.P.E., resr:eerg}di:g

Jettds appearance [, Kaitrefor also being with us. Keith has not
where she performed of Dec. 4th. fShe sounded aWfRe ReGwel AU flu bug, but he
Lets back up a bit. You long tim She has changed her show - was by Jettbds side as
readers know that R.O.P.E. [Reunion | not sure how, but she was all that she does. R.O.P.E. is proud to have
Professional Entertainers], while open|f a bul ous é 0 Jett & Keith as members of our organiza-
the public, is more of an insider deal tion, and we were fortunate to have one of

signed to be a vehicle for those in the busily, and | have always known how gretiite greatest names in country music give of
ness to get together and socialize. Sdhigy are, but Sunday they played speckady time to perform what is missing in our
you perform there you are playing for yoand | am sure that Jett Williams had somiedustryd real traditional country music.
peers, which can sometimes be harrowittgng to do with their playing. Her show was filled with Hank Williams
Jett did the annual big show year before Her ebds what el snusict Ghestnas Music, Watrintic eviusic,
last and looked out and saw among thett Williams made a special guest appeand a great song that she had just written
l umi naries the | i kaace at ihd Dedémbert4th R.OVR.E. Disrjed eLtitl 6Wi | | i amsd Musi c
Jimmy, Bill Anderson, Helen Corneliua t John Ads Rest aushapetformed filsthfor sur lv@.B.E. audlit |
and a herd of other Brahman in the indasspecial appearance, it was a lesson in grece. Her bloodline is of thoroughbred
try, it gave her pause. Now, Keith and Jbistory of country music. Jett gave a grestatus and she showed the reason why she
are in love with Leslie Elliott, executivaccount of her birth, her Dad Hank Wiko successfully carries on the Williams
director of the deal, and her hubby Undlei ams & | egacy, and name.rAnd rmow the legacyg dontisuescwitle s s
Ron Elliott, one of the best steel playershier own career which includes a plafiett presenting the music that she has writ-
the business. So when Leslie asked Kditled with more projects to keep her busye n . I woul d say the
if Jett would perform at the function ofor months to come, with book, movie, sévt ood . 0
Dec. 4th, there was only one ans@ereral projects that she discussed with me During Jettds per
oyes. o0 I n fact, attsat will e released to thee dulslie shdrtigigkesd Uniclle ®on Elliott to play an instru-
Duo drove all night from Dauphine Isl. AlShe sounded awesome, and she hmesnt al version of i AmMm
to make the show. changed her show in some Wayot sure to a standing ovation. Congrats to Ron on

The R.O.P.E. band is the best exactly how, all | know is that she was awesome job. Jett Williams the enter-
there is, so Jett was in her comfort zéndabulous this past Sunday, and all in atte@iner gave testimony to what country mu-
Willie Rainsfordp i an o, Bi | | daricéNét her lmewhwitheasstanding ovatisit is and should be by sharing stories that
Johnsorguitar, David RusselFiddle, Ron at the end of her performance, and | addany in attendance never knew. What a
Elliott-s t e e | gui tar, Dweltdeserfieci.e qui | ad J o hmgreatdayitwadt hanks to al l
sondrums, and Larry Barndzass. As Jett made this R.O.P.E. a special Thank you Marty Martel! And
Martel wrote,What a super group of musevent, and we thank her for taking time dahanks for having us, R.O.P.E. How much
cians. On this day with Jett they weod her busy schedule to join us forasugeet t er can it get ? H e
really super awesome. | know them persperformance. Also, thanks to her hubby

Lil &6 Hank, A Puppy At ©o3ASadbayd To

You really long time readers recal/l that a centr @lhehadhsur e
own column] was Hank The Security Dog. He was a Red Wolf puppy Jett and Keith found in the barn, raised and took on the r
with them for a zillion years. Smartest dog either of them had ever known. Keith said he expected the critter tonstanevwits

to him. Good buddy Leroy Van Dyke fell in love with Hank TSD and wanted puppies, so he landed on a red boarder cdllie as a n

and the deed was done, resulting in 5 pups born on tThe da
three the Duo took were named Van Dyke, Lil Hank, Li lersMi s
when she was fresh born]. The day that Hank TSD had agao b

good dog. Well, the last official act of Hank TSD was to bite the vet trying to put him down. But they had his pups fdRerea
ferred to to this day as fAthe puppies, o0 they ar e loraandwas om
swelling up with fluid. He spent his last hour | ihsdad, ing K
the family cemetery. It was a sad, sad day. They say if you go to heaven when you pass, you will reunite with aifabdodeds
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Let 6s Go To SD Phel

t has become an annual tradition foo germs, fans, or groupiés repaired to They chased deer, toured the
the Duo to head to the pheasant hunthe f i ne Bi | | & P eangyysideWiedhat @ bafl. sSo didwimiye y
ing capitol of the country Free- Creek facility. There were birds everyarry, and Lee Gillock. Adult kids doing
man, SD. They join Jim Ed Brownyhere. The shootists had a ball, and sosoeenething new and neat.
Jimmy Fortune and Larry Cordle argbod eats, too. By the way our Jettster The show was Friday night and it
board a bus to Freeman where they huwauld not missd she was using a youttvas SRO. This year, for the first time, the
generally freeze to death, and do shomwedel .20 gauge pump Keith got her yearsists were backed by a band, and a good

benefitting the So ins at tAad. -In the past, Jim Ed, Jett, Larry
sociationd for the kids. This year Jmn{ 1 N € young crop g:d“ Fmbny dld Gn aEbdstriE Shdw, which
was flying in and riding back with the rd just landed the vintage 1946 was great but necessarily lacked the punch
of the crowd, which also included Bi| Piper Cub in the middle of of a band backed performance. It was su-
Dale, Ben [who put the shows togeth{ Main Street and gave rides. perb.

and dear buddy Lee Gillock [financial &« After the show, they had to drive
viser]. ago. She thought it was better for her sifiack to Freeman so as to be able to hunt

The only issue is that it is a 2 was lighter and easier to carry all dayith the kidsd part of the deal and it
hour ride each wayand therghortertstack 6asne ap quick mmg rtkismel i ke a pup suck
straight thru on a perfect bus, and the arlean to her shoulder. Now this was flove and will never forget it. Jett went
this year was far from perfect. In fact, and what it was all abod and not frigid with one group in one direction and Keith
was damn near broke dovin with a tire cold, either. Then the whole deal relocataad local artist and friend, Ray Kelly,
that was/had delaminated and wentRedfield, SD to do a show for the Shdreaded to another facility that they are
thumpty thump for 44 hours. None of thef f 6 s A s s @dcandtwa particu-paltia to,eto watch the kids do their pheas-

pros on board [with millions of bus houtar sheriffs in particular. ant thing.
between them] thought it would make it to They went hunting there, as well, Then there was the show that Sat-
St. Louis, let alone the whole trip. and it was a bald lots of birds. But oneurday night in the school auditorium. It

They pulled out on Sunday, Oct@f the highpoints was this young man wittas standing room only and would have
ber 23rd and returned the following Sua-1946 Piper Cub plane, powered by a K®cked you out. The crowd loved it.
day. When they finally got there [Sioulip Continental engine. Keith watched as After the show, the Duo, along
Falls, where they were staying] it was tbe buzzed them, and noticed these big lvéth the rest of the crowd, headed back to
late to hunt or do much of anything. 3Soon tires on it. He later learned that tHi&shville. There were two buses on the
several went and hung out in a mall, of allowed the pilot to land it just anywhenmeturn trip. Jim Ed set himself up in the
things. But, one thing for sure, if you ganhd he did. After buzzing Jett. Jim Edus Beau then owned. Jett, Keith and oth-
Jim Ed, Larry, Jimmy, Jett and Keith t@immy and Larry, and others, he justs stuck with the thumpy thump bus since
gether you are going to laugh your @#&hded in a field and taxied up to one ibfhad bunks. Twentywo hoursis a long
off. Itis one one liner after another and #fleir transport vehicles. Everybodime and a week is a long time to be gone.
great fun. Regarding their accommodaeught that was too cool. Then he would By the way, the South Dakota
tions, it looked not unlike a project housinigke off and then he would come back$oher i f f 8s Associ ati on
uni t and the Duo 6 ghe fiem.o Hecks wetchingehun have kits fouader wanted to form a committee of
septic tank. But it had heat and electricitying thing was more fun than the hunt. Sheriffs to share ideas and work together
which was enough. Incidentally, It got better. When the hertbward common law enforcement goals in
dear buddy Beau Harmon of Arkansampved to a warehouse in town to clean their state. Over the years it has evolved
who owned a Prevost bus already out thdmvned birds, here comes the Piper Cirtip a tremendous organization that moni-
due to some convoluted machinations, fléanding on Main Street [only street] &brs law enforcement issues and the legis-
in and joined the fun. which time he makes himself known anature.

Tuesday they hunted variousifers rides to Jett and the guys. The seat- The SDSA provides scholarships
properties with a Jim Ed fan, Mike, to nag configuration is pilot in front and on&® criminal justice/law enforcement stu-
avail. His mother kinda got this deal goimgpssenger behind him. Keith visited wittents. But the high point for the Duo and
some years ago and in the past they hhire and learned his qualifications were afthers is to go out hunting with these first
been grandf at her e dthe charts, do off his belovedelett Wentavithee outh hunters. The celebrity hunt (the
time. Birds or not. The event staggertds stranger. Keith is nuts about securitfars mentoring the youth) is their reward
along until the local sheriff Byron Nogelnd Jett risk taking, but he had watched r having completed
meier took an active interest and thenthis guy all day and figured if the engirmurse, and many are so nervous they can
benefitted the young hunters and begamtot he could coast it down literally anyrardly load a gun. By the end of the day,
raise money for various charities. where. Of course, running into a wire waswever, they have got it down. It is a

On Wednesday, the principals another issue. great program and ver.y
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Was Hankos Deat h a

uestions have always swirlegnd birth and suing the heck out of evenfficial report it cannot be ignored in the
around the dedabddy of Jettds dad reconstruction of the events of the time
a death the Duo has been invedti-the process of investigating my story between 10:45 PM on December’ind
gating for years. could not help but investigate any and #fle early morning hours of January*,1
We are going to share with yothings related to Hank Jr., Charles Carf,953.
some of the copy we have used recentlytba death of my dad, Wesley Rose, Roy Letbds get back on
Jettds SI RIUS/ XM r Adffiamd & brooked lawydr hor wvo iank and the kid driver. It seems Charles

year the show has focused exclusively ~ | Carr took to, driving wildly for some rea-
the previously unreleased Hank recordir J ettos S I B ' US/ )‘ﬁ] arﬁ ﬁuﬂad o_9t to é& ReWto the Sky-
the ownership of which Keith won forJdi S S mo ki n o . A 1 vhy Dfiva IhnSsigd BbBut astHe divRling
and Hank, Jr. after 8 years of litigatiol very interesting issues. line between Knox and Grange Counties.
Once unencumbered, these 144 plus somgs Carr was on Rutledge Pike and his erratic
became the subject of a partnership bésntgomery, AL. behavior caught the attention of Officer
tween the Duo and TimeLifé for which He knew more about all of themitts, who pulled him over and got him to

Jett got a Grammy nomination last yednan they did before he was done. Hw Justice of the Peace in Blaine, Tennes-

This is going to be a long and special fdaughs and says every suitor should spessd where he was fined.

ture on the anni ved gears ynvestifjating dia kodrs to be a t h Reluctantly, Kitts let them go on

sit back. We hope you enjoy and pondermeant to be-aligned with the stars wifaip the road and THEM is the interesting
Jett speaking: before marrying her. That might not bepmint. Kitts insists that there was a soldier
We have been, for the last sevetsd idea on both sides of the equationjnf the Caddy when Carr was stopped.

weeks, tracking Dad on the journey thgdu think about it. Before we were doneKitts also mentions that Hank was covered

led to the death of a 29 year old, a coralso knew more about him and his pagith an overcoat and does not mention the

nerdés inquest on Nmamwl waneed to &ndw wdtlroyt gettimg tddaakkt that Hank had been covered with

Hill West Virginia and a funeral in Monts c ar e d . May b e t hawhérshe anti @arr left the iKrzosvillelhated.t e d

gomery Alabama 4 days later, followed pye ar s whi ¢ h, he says, Now, § god twerenthe ssoldiey on | o r

me being born before the sun came upeough. the last ride with a superstar, would you

January 8. Anyway, back to the rolling ponot have come forward and written a book
Wel | | |l etds gotkeadhk at o ctr h ene mysscteenoey§ames on iTHE \AEWbdr scene €lieh@ d y

theatre saga of myr odl al didnsd duepat tho wa rYdo Wiessalyou Werer AQW.@.L. ar samie iothelh &
probably tell we are leading up to somere have pointed out was the wrong wayhianky panky was afoot. Maybe he was
thing here. Yo u 6| det t¢g Gantbn, OHIQ. e Retalh, dadtaadyered with ¢he blanket on the floor board
over the weeks to have us share it with y@arr got on a plane in hopes of getting & the car and reappeared only when he
For now, | will continue to point out th€harleston. Carr thinks they were goirrgalized it was only a speeding ticket re-
contradictions, lies and misinformatioto Canton, but they were trying to get salting in a fine.
Keith and | have found swirling around theéharlestoni seems like that would be hard For whatever reasons, when the
death of Amer i ¢ a 6 sto donfuses lut sshe p, atths point. .  Caddyeairrived in Bristol the mysterious
spent a year rénterviewing everyone | The plane had to return to Knoxsoldier appears not to have been in the car.
had talked to between 1980 and 198dle since Charleston was socked in. Thégw, consider this. Several withesses have
[when | met him and asked him to helgent to the hotel and a doctor came. Aead at ed t hat Hankds ca
me]. By the way, he said | was likeitawould seem that dad had some issatsa roadside park somewhere north of
Memorex commercial | would tell him getting out of the hotel and into the car f&utledge. Why? And why so soon after the
what someone told me several years ede wrong way drive to Canton. encounter with the police? Is that where
lier, then he would interview them and, One of the few documents regarde lost the mysterious soldier? Or did
according to Keith, they said to him eirg the trip is the report of State Highwasomething major happen there?
actly what | said they told mie no more Patrolman Swan Kitts regarding the inci- How did Hank get the bruises on
and no lessi and no more informativedents in and around Blaine, Tennessb& face?  Kitts shined a flashlight on
But having been around him for decadesTHis is pretty much of a smokinggundodda nk and di dnodt ment i
guess a lawyer expects a client seekimgnt. The original was allegedly lost in thea d , w o Uhdve puisued ihwhen he
help to maximize the upside of their stdgnion County Courthouse fire, but Keitstopped Carr? A 17 year old in a new
and minimize the downsideor they avoidgot his hands on a copy and it makes fdaddy with a superstar in a snow storm on
the underbelly of their perception of theam interesting read. New Year 6s eve. Gi ve
situation entirely. Kitts spoke to hotel personnel Someone said dad was in a fight

Then he and | spent years investind others as part of his investigation antefore they left Montgomery. But Braxton
gating the circumstances of my conceptiwhile Carr and others have refuted th&chuffert visited Hank right before the trip
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The Night Hank Died, feature cont.

fell out of the bed in Knoxville and gand a kid driver would get way in over hag Bristoli he doesndt Kknow
bruisedi based on the autopsy, as | sdigad. cording to Carr, Al f
earlier, it would have had to be a three We have, as you know, beeead man walking around in Bluefield or
story bed with a concrete floor over whighacking dad on the journey thatled to tBer i st ol when we stopp
dad was dragged. death of a 29 yearreopedat edlet Gssaigletilbaaok
At least we have Carr saying thee road with Charles Carr, the 17 yedo stretch his legs, and | asked him if he
Abrui sesodo occur r edoldafvereand my ldadythe lsupdrstar, adhatedt a- sandwich or something and he
gomery. But Ki tt s theyiattempted tcs getefirst th Eharlestan,a d d¢d n @tNo | just want
note them in his report and he seemsWst Virginia and then Canton, Ohio.  Kind of hard to be comfortable with the
have been pretty meticulous. Recall that Carr got stopped for a ¢ t Carr coul dnodt r e
erratic driving and went before a Justice ofas Bluefield or Bristol 92 miles apart
We have been roaring down thbe Peace in Blaine, Tennessee. Statat t hat 6s al l egedl y
lonesome strip of highway taking him fromrooper Swan Kitts stopped him and It has been stated that there were
Montgomery to his rendezvous with dedthuled him in. With Carr was a mystefiwo stops and Carr seems sure dad was
I at the age of 29. As you know, he wass soldier who hid under a blanket whiddive at both stops. That position advances
pronounced dead in Oak Hill, West Vithe Trooper did his police thing, and théni s t heory of why he
ginia on January ¥, 1953i he was buriedvanished into the late night, in the snaarlier with a dead man other than wait
in Montgomery on the™and | was bornstorm, in the bitter cold never to be hearduntil the next morning in Oak Hill, when he
before the sun came up on th&. 6 My from again. showed up with a dead man, who hap-
birth mother, BOBBIE JETT, lived with my Now, does that make any sensg®hed to be my father.
grandmot her at my Bubhdndy eri it gets stilkmoee wanfesindg o r  ®ur investigation determined that
least the last trimester of her pregnancy.as you o6l | see . either Dad or Carr went in to recruit a
But while she was doing that, Dad was Why all the lying, bruising, batrelief driver in Bluefieldi a cab driver
trying to get to first Charleston, West Vitering, misinformation, non informatiomamed Donald Surface who had just gotten
ginia for a show a@ndjusteplain stupid codtadictery etatedf dudy. Keith and | found out his identity
then Canton, Ohio for a show on Neawents-- could it be because there is rin our investigations and it would appear

Year ds day. statute of limitations on certain crimes?o0 c al | into question
These shows were important @r is it because no one has ever subjectieere was no such relief driver.
him. He had agreed to go back on ttlee folks involved and/or their recollec- So if my dad was alive when he

Opry in February and knew these shotisns, now decades old, to the harsh glasieould have been dead, according to some,
were significant and folks were watchingf public scrutiny? Or is it kind of lkend t hi s t heory was ac
He was hammered by bad press and what President Gerald Ford told my husust have done so to cover his predica-
mors about his unreliability; he had suband decades ago: mdiiWwe fthat nbeedildadtt I
vived a failed back operation at Vandepublic know what really happened in Dagven though he did, and he was stuck with
bilt; he had survived his second divortea s é 0 This Edgar @&l senf Perei nt@l eody omnd |
from overbearing, overpowering, over i-r y p t doesnodt compgofrenthere. a possi bl e cor
truding Audrey; he was living with hispiracy to kill a sitting president, but it Another scenario to a questioning
overbearing, overpowering, over intrudingure was important to the players involvednd is that Carr and Surface knew Hank
mother; he had had a snit fit and marrieend it is still being talked about. was dead and had to drive his corpse
for all the wrong reasons, a child bride Letds go back dround ba# thenrgght ® lpudl mto @ak IHill
from Bossier City not once, not twice, buHolmes and questioning just everything. at first light and set up the cover that they
three times. Then he threw her out righarr says they left the hotel in Knoxviljast discovered he was dead.
before Christmas. about 10:45 PM. There is speculation that Yet another scenario is that some-

On top of all of that, | was aboudad was dead when taken to the car for theng bad happened to dad between Bristol
to come out of the oven and the oven west of the journey. Carr has him in and Oak Hill [156 miles] or between Blue-
in the same house with the rest of thesé e e | chair and f ufieldand OakHili 64 mile®t her s ar e
dysfunctional folks. Now, all of that wasire. According to manager AV Bamford, Why not start with a time line and
pretty complicated and would probablye told Carr or Hank to get a relief driversee if, perhaps, it took longer to get to Oak
drive a teetotaler to drink which dad wasl t doesnbt s eem t hHilyromhBaisdol trmitnskould hiave.t by t

NOT. time they got to Bristol. Now, this issue is So if my dad was alive when he

So with this swirl of mess goingritical and totally confusing and contrashould have been dead, then what hap-
on i n and about digtoayn d ma 6 s boar di ngpened to the man stretching his legs and
house, Hank set off on his last journey. Carr has dad alive when thegot wanting a sandwich between that al-

Within days a man would become a legandde a stop for gas and food in Bluefidebed conversation and a corpse delivered
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The Night Hank Died, feature continued...

in a baby blue Cadillac to a Pure Qil Fillcording to Carr, he passed the diner th€hristy mystery.
ing Station in Oak Hill, West Virginia by eealized it was open and made atwin, According to some historians, the
nervous driver and his new side kick Doparking across from it on the left side oflief driver DONALD SURFACE was at
ald Surfacei the pick up relief driver dethe road. the wheel as they traveled into Beckley,
nied by some. Carr says he went in and encouwhere they were to have taken Highway 3
Now, to further scramble myered waitress Hazel Schultz. He explainéte s t . Surface missed
braincells.--and we 6l | ¢ dris ethaustdd situationt dnd asked forremlize it until he was out of town. He
why would someone in Oak Hill close tead on a relief driver. Hazel pointed hiended up in Mount Hope and stopped at a
the investigation of the death of Hank Wit Donald Surface, a cab driver who hagrvice station. Carr was asleep, as was,
liams want to meet Keith and me in thest gotten off duty. according to legend, my dad. Surface was
mi ddl e of the night tGghers ddve saids rightly otdyiagdtd secover on his mistake and was
death, in his opinion, was a homicide®rongly, that Dad went in the diner, saigkeking an alternative route to Highway 3.
Why would someone else close to the ddalyoung driver was exhausted and asleep Carr was asleep; Surface was
tell me the same thing? Why would sonre-the Caddy. And he needed a rellet; the car needed gas; so he, according
one in the autopsy room tell Keith the samhever. Hazel, in this version, pointed dad legend, tried to first raise Carr for gas
thing? to Surface, who was sitting in a booth or mibney, then Hank. The owner of the sta-
We 61 | s | i de-- Idezlcakable. tank had ehbiees or two while thégn, watching all the activity, suggested to
Il i ke Fox Ne-wsgo8é deeider gigtedrand hired him to join the excursiddurface that he had a problem and there
Let me be clear, Keithand lare o Cant on. We don 6 washkmspitalupthercad. ver si on |
not now prepared to say what happenearrect. According to a cousin of Surface,
and who did what to whom when and But Surface, who had a wife arafter the fact, Don Surface was concerned
where. But we cannot ignore the questidads no doubt jumped at the deal for $&tat my dad was only wearing ashirt
raised by what we have been told, aadd a return bus tickét New Years Day omwhen he tried to wake him. He was also
what our investigation has raised. not. Donald Surface was 17 years old,@ao ncer ned about t he |
What we are prepared to say favas Carr--- talk about the blind leadingorehead, which was very noticeable. Ac-
the record is that something definitely filse blind. cording to Surface, at the time, it was as if
NOT right. It never \Whoever hireceSurface, itSeentswiead heén dragged.
keep proddind and beéinga el he gugdested that Highwi&ye3 t hNibw, this does not jive with the
on it and you coul das@ better ivay po gb io GHARLESTOMasiorbaf thd drivei Charles Carr. Ac-
dozer but remember Charleston was history andrding to witnesses, Carr recalls that he
As you know we are at the cro€santon was the destination. di scovered fAhe had a
roads of WHAT HAPPENED TO HANK, By now, our time line suggests litoked in the rearview mirror and noticed
I F HE DI DNOT DI E wasxlose taMA30 AMR ASlrface was drivitizat the blanket had slipped off Hank. Al-
CAUSES AT 29 YEARS OLD and WH@d they crossed the Bluestone Riverlededly, he told one interviewer that he
DID WHAT and WHY??? Spanishburg. Now, where the heck gidlled off to the side of the road and when
It has been suggested that Catiey think there were going | d dea réached back to replace the blanket he
entered the BURGER BAR in Bristol. THisnowé . . but 64 mil esotfircoend tthieate wado Oaks
is one of the places Carr says Hank wddl where dad ended up dead. stiff.o
stretching his legs and such like. After Lets recap for a moment, since He made no mention of Donald
getting something to eat, the Caddy roll¢ds does get somewhat complicate As Sweface being in the car.
on to Bluefield. By now they were @aid, we have a 17 year old driver of a new Carr allegedly told the same in-
Highway 19 North. The time is evidentya di | | ac, on New YtarbdvseWeer, ttvat h ha bhsittol
somewhere between 2:30 and 3:00 AMhiker that vanished, then with a reliefat e stationodo six mil
the driver has made it some 92 miles andlisver that he denies ever existed, tryingdon fiel derl 'y mando si tt
exhausted. The weather was a persistget to Charleston when they were supposeside the station came out to talk with
mix of rain and show and was probably be going to Canton, Ohio. And thdnm. It was he, according to Carr, that
pulling tight on the 17 year old. there was the Highway Patrolman, theld him he might have a problem and gave
As Carr drove through Bluefieldmagistrate, and the waitress, who maintdiim directions to the hospital.
West Virginia, he noticed a small din¢hat my dad was alive or dead when they In still another contradictory ac-
that was open. It was north of the tovafiegedly saw him. Factor in a detectveount é a West Virgini
and on the right side of the road. Theho was denied the ability to investigatejaat ed Carr 6s version
diner sat at the far end of a long buildingood sample that turned up negative fiinding my dead dad as follows:
and there was an alley beside it. Theakohol or drugs, a bruised and battered iSometi me around 6
was also a cabstand next to the diner. Adody, and you have yourself an Agathai ams &6 f | ashy Cadill a
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The Night Hank Died, feature cont..

into the Skyline Drivén, a simple cinderwould be six miles down the road befofée funeral was an extravaganza. It was

block restaurant located in Hilltop, twehe death would be officially confirmedhe ultimate country show.

miles south of Oak Hill. That would be a very long 6 miles for two Well, by the time the last shovel of
After stretching his legs and usinti7 year old kids in a new Cadillac with dirt was piled on his grave, the villains

the restroom, he remembers going to cheead man. were on and about their criminaliyyou

on Hank, who was reclining in the back When the blue Caddy pulled inteave to ask yourself how can there be vil-

seat and had been dozing fitfully for make hospital emergency room entrance fags over a 29 year old. But there cer-

of the journey .. and he recalls .. or did aaga was far from over. Janney and tianly were.

the time ¢é t hat drderikes canied rthe baly of myndhd iftd a n Keaith and | figured it out pretty

that had been covering Hank had slipp#te building. qgui ckl y. Ot hers di dnt¢

off. When he pulled the covering back up, Then it gets really confusinghe courts forced them to. One book writer

he noticed that da#askds <child bri derefeordd tosneevas THEIAFTERMATH sl é .

hand was stiff and cold. Billie Jean €t he  bindeflikdhit evi dently sent
That déds when, abomediwind ht a @Gawys, of t theer eiasr rwihaeag e vaar g o

the proprietor suggested he had a probleived there with her father and brothér my dad died at 29 or was a victim of a
and gave him directions to the hospital. smelling money, no doubt. My grantdemicidei there were legions of vultures

It does seem that Carr headedother arrived and met up with Toby Maat the ready. The fraud doctor, Toby Mar-
directly to Oak Hill, looking for the hospishal who had been waiting in Charlestonshal, sendta bill to the estate for contribut-
tal. He landed at a Pure Qil filling statiotde 6 s t he quack do cihgoto deathhby meatlication bfimyg fatbee s t
at the edge of town to get directions akill dad with chlorohydrate and whatevarh at 6 s cih iHe z gkateld on
spoke with manager Pete Burdette. Eglse. By the way, why was he there; whdh at €. Audr ey was al |
dently, Deputy Sheriff Howard Janney esalled him; why did they call him; whecause she wanted to be the bereaved
corted the car to the hospital in Oak Hitid they call him; why was he in Charlessidow i Mrs. Hank Williams. The prob-
after Officer Orris Stamey called him twn when no one else could get there bee m was, she wasnoé6t.
the gas station. cause of the weather; in fact why was any- Hank had divorced her twice and

Other versions have Surface amhe in or near Charleston since the shomarried Billie Jean, very publically. So
Carr at the Skyline Diner seeking diregvas cancelled and dad was supposed teshe had to get rid of Billy Jean, and did for

tions to the hospital in Oak Hill. Onen his way to Canton? a few thousand dol | ar
observer has Carr and Surface parking Anyhow, the entourage left Oadbsession was my half brother, Randall
across the street Hifl atodrB0 pBiugivd erttdakd and Kankanki Willlems. She wanted him to be
walking over to relate their situation. arrived home for the last time the nefithei r t o the throne. 0
No w, I donodt k moonimg at 708 AMa Grandma was alled-e m  é . me . My Gr and mc

but | can sure raise the questions. Actdly in the Caddy with the Carr§ on adopting me consistent with the pre-

ally, the questions raise themselves. Charl esd dad had chitmeustadypcontacttsignedgby dad. dNova .
Recall that Carr was going thénd my dad was in a hearse. she was doing it for the right reasons; her

right way to the cancelled show, but the Now, while | suppose there werelawyer was doing it for the wrong reasons

wrong way to the Canton, Ohio Nebunch of folks who wanted to put a wréygcause under Alabama law at the time

Yeards day show, pan thé @al Hilldgal, sach \wais notgbimgifioky icasey changed it] if you were adopted

soldier, got stopped and fined for erratlee the case. Murderous doctors thatweygeo u coul dnét i nherit .\

driving, got entangled with a relief driven 6 t doctors were in pB5olemws manmaeven sds me, | d r

known to no one, and pulled into Oak Hihave been. Drivers with amnesia. Missiag the subject of a bunch of thieves that

West Virginia with a very dead Hank Wikitch hikers. Ex wives seeing a dead cashde a career on trying to beat a dead

liams i where the nonexistent relief driverow. New child brides with pushy parentsan and a baby. I do
had an aunt and therefore a way back nmving in to see what was there. werenot too happy whe
Bluefield. Coupl e that wi thdr. Keith got tooqoed and legot éven.

The coroner 86s iimggueesstt waosl khse Itdh aotn d i dNo@,ttheleais soma faod doe .
New Year 0s Day . i hegswiegandrt s ab o iuethdougit.oKaitt and &t lsave idéngfied dral d
investigate but were shut down; blood wiaad physical trauma way beyond a lihterviewed witnesses, retraced timelines
analyzed and came back clean; and thheear ol dsd r ecol | e andiroutes. oTheythave kendédaup | witm g
vultures gathered. of a bed in a Knoxville hotel. How wouldenough questions to choke a horse. And

But Il et 6s b ac kthat getyku a eery laid kick to thelgioik Bey have ended up with the answer, which

every detail after their arrival in KnoxvilleOr perhaps strangle marks aroundwill be shared in good time. For now, this
exactly how Carr discovered dad deadkthank 6 s neck? And wdodforthaught an ¢he anoiversarybof tlee
the back seat of the car is muddled. fdr the bruised and busted body parts? day of Hankdés death. T
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Tall Tales & Short Stories in the JettLife

Family Generations by Larry Black having her leave a copy of her book foof fairness and justice, you would have

himd but of course. That led to dinnethought he should be Canonized. Actu-
Larry Black has achieved fameand a show together and all manner @flly, upon reflection, perhaps he should

and fortune with [Istufs AFamily Reuni oleod

series on RFD TV. Years ago he did a The bunch was just jabbering Leroybds kids were

segment on the children of the stars, entiway when the housekeep®r a delight- as was anybody who is anyone in this

tl ed fAiSecond Gener altmother oftone ybuhg bayaand feonchazygbesiness. It was a very special

success and aired over and over. In fabtexico. She came roaring in the roomhonor for Keith and he appreciated the

we believe it still occasionally airs. Jett t was t he fir st dapportunity to pactitipate in the hombring e r

was on that with all manner of folks andon wasnot on the school bus and theof one of the truly great artists in the mu-

the late Merle Kilgore [Jr.s manager]s ¢ h o o | di dndét kno wsiobhsmese Cobngratsyagain LVD. Pani c

T_he banter between the two was greatysteria, all in Spanish. Ne_mcy tq 'Bauphin Isl Grand Marshal, Again

Since then Black has gone on to creatéeorge to go hunt him. Then it was de-

ALarryés Diner, 0 whbdedthatitwas bast Jetugo avithddn s u c Bauphin Island, AL is one of the

cess, while continuing his Family Reunso off they went. When they got to thdest kept secrets in the state. It is sparsely

ion. school t hey wal ke dpopulated and abgplutelyggorgedus. Keitm 6 t
In that context, dear buddy RobyrHe | p It (1 f 1 6 m St wehtlthere rfor the firg tinéi lash yedf o u )

Young [son of Faron] suggested to Larryrhe place about had a come apart. when Jett judged the beauty pageant and

it was time to do another one featuring Long story shortd they found was the Grand Marshal in the Christmas

the Asecond gener athei yowungster andL lmaughty hinra homepaveelel Lordy, he had been all over Gulf

as how that was a swell idea and the digeems the school had put color codeshores for years, as well as most of the

was cast. The rehearsal was Octoberrist bands on the critters so they wouldest of the state before and with Jett.

18th and 4 segments were filmed on Oget on the right bus. Well, you know who Jett, on the other hand, when she

tober 19th. Talk about fun. It is so rargot the wrong color band and got on the/as living in Mobile, would grab a buddy

for all the folks to get together, let alonevrong bus and ended up in East Jesus. two and go fishing on Dauphin Island

with time to visit and catch up with eaciBut it had a happy ending and in the enevery day. It is only about 30 minutes

otherds | ives and wasmgmaeforsalaugh ortwo. The schodtom Mobile and was a quick run with an
This year 6s s h oswprobabiycstill taldirg dbouSih e b instant and sustaining reward. She loved

Wool eybs daughter rwo St att 0 5 | sharimg it with Keith, and he appreciated

Charlie Rich, Jr., Jean Shepard, She'ﬁ?'thv\,nduas LV% into FEéA H%'E it. So, when she was invited back it was a

West, Robin Young, Georgette Jones, Keith, Jett, Leroy Van Dyke andimust do. 0 There was

Michael Twitty, Robin Young, and, ofhis wife Gladys go back eons. You longvould have to drive all night after the

course, Jett. We are sure we are missitigne readers recall Leroy saw Hank TS[3aturday parade to get back to Nashville

some important folks, and we regret thagnd had to have pups out of him [earligior her R.O.P.E. show at noon on Sunday.

but no one was taking notes and no ligtory re: putting down Lil Hank]. He andNot to worry. This is, after allwhat we

was published. Keep an eye out after théeith talk several times a weék some- do.

first of the yeard this is going to be times every day. They talk about politics, Other than the indigenous die

good. the music business, the music mafia, theard year round residents, the place was

George & Jett Search for Kid young artists and about anything on theiracant [no tourists] and this was a good
minds. We think it is because they botthing. This deal is put together, expertly,

Attorney Philip Lyon, Keith and live out in the country and relish the opwe might add, by long, long time friend
Jett went calling on George and Nancportunity to talk to high watt light bulbs. Mary Strickland. She and her hubby
Jones, at Nancyo6s r eq @mysotw, Leroychasdbeen diugalysVayheugs baek to dirt with Jett, so it is a
ness and such like. They are sitting in thective in the International Entertainmentove fest.
Jones manse [Nestledown Ridge] and aBuyers Association [I.E.B.A.]. This year Now, most folks will tell you that
just getting along swimmingly. Georgethe organization had the good judgmera beauty pageant is a win/loss deal. For
Nance, Jett and Keith go back to dirt to tap LVD for induction into their Hall every winner there are 15 angry parents
to when her book came out and she wag Fame. Leroy got to pick whom heand di sappointed | il
doing a Nashville book signing. Keithwanted to induct him, and chose Keith. J e t t di dnét judge thi
went to get her a soda and when he re- Good choice. Keith thinks solast year. But she was the celebrity guest
turned she was on the phone with a zilliohighly of Leroy that by the time he gotat it.
people in |ine. i fvisled extolling hyswittues, acdomplish-g t @He dext day she led the parade,
gueried he. i Ge o mgnes, teharity eirstegrity, Misaaurd bullsthiosving beads and moon pies at the
AThe hell you say, beadedness,tlogaftye feistihess. and sdnserdesatsat showed up. This year was
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Tall Tales & Short Stories in the JettLife

Sally O6Donnell, h u b bWell, BBoidsXM( is reneveing dheroi ftfe Jett and Keit hods
of Keit hoés ), a n d contragtdor another y@a.| Moy sées ghedgo mdt ki | | | & tedvé themr a c k
friends came and stayed for the wholever ywher e! And lalone aml éheyevill growyup tmberbig bogs o f
deal. Another good thing was that thé. with big racks.

Duo stopped at WeplgRhdkSet Qo6 £ang HP us e What Jett and Keith finally got is
before crossing to the sl ancjD and thaDif thegt engaged in muzzle loading ri-

on gumbo. Then they had the local fish Duck Head is a quality brand dfes they got a jump on the season and ex-
market put together the finest cooler ofpparel that goes back to right after ttemded it several weeks. Well, Jett had
crab meat, oysters and shrimp you ev&ivil War. Everybody in the country wasever shot a muzzle loader, until this year.

saw to take back to TN. And on the wayaised on them. And they sponsored a e November 7th she nailed an 9 point
out they stopped a-@my showahbstedMeynHark evhedes heick,nfdllowed on the 11th with an 11

got 1/2 gallon of their gumbo to takecoined the phrase, when referring to thpiro i nt big boy. Shed:
home and an oyst er bilpavdrallsh Byck KBeads dMedr tike lohding since she is such a crack shot she
Jett to munch on. Fresh seafdedne of Iron. So wedr e deal i ndgo ewsintoht an eWidl Ibiua m=/n e .
the things the Duo misses in the hills obuck Head nexus that goes back bBBwn Memory Lane 3 Back to DC
TN. She had it all the time in Mobile andyears.

they had it all the time when on the ship Duck Head started in Nashville in It did not break

in DC. 1865, making overalls and pants out aff all when TimeLife suggested they come
That 66 tkyol | plduGivil Wak terg mmaterial [so we guess DC to visit, eat lobster at one their col-

going back to Dauphin Island! the product was tough as nails]. Thactive places and plot marketing strategies

—— Duck Head made all the khakis for WWr the coming year. The head of TimeLife
| CMA Media Biitz | and WWII. Well, a Virginian recentlyhad introduced them to one of the best kept
Many of you have commentedacquired the brand and the inventory amotel secrets in DC, the Mansion on O
that lately the Jettster seems to be everthey are hard at revitalizing and reintr&treet, NW. It is an eclectic museum of
where. There is a reasén she is. For ducing the brand. Actually, there armusi ¢ and antiques,; d
example, as part of the CMA deal, acstrategically placed bill boards around theo u 6 r e  a & df anyan® aalts, you
publicist and dear friend Janet Bozemacountry as we write. do not exist. You fix your own breakfast
set up the following, all of which were Since Duck Head has shamelesstythis magnificent row house. And just all
recorded on Monday, November 7thused The Great One [Hank] in theine rockers and others stay there when in
WKMK-FM  (NYC/NJ); WBBSFM promo, it occurred to new ownershipdwn. In fact, on their first trip Arlo Guth-
(SYRACUSE); KSDFM (ST LOUIS); management : fi Wh a trie poaredrKeitd tis firss cupaoh coffes sf o -
WOGI-FM (PITTSBURGH);WGGY¥FM ciation with a Williamsd No, what wethe day. It has hidden passages, book
(SCRANTON); WPARPFM (PANAMA need is an association with Jett Widases that swing open leading to hidey hole

CITY); WPKX-FM (SPRINGFIELD); | i ams . 0 So a c al foomsams rumiaych drue aenaissance fady,t h
KWOF-FM (DENVER); KEGAFM movers and shaker E&newmeonloy taltse iBboasd
(SALT LAKE CITY); WQMX-FM compl e x . 't was fil i k &hbiletaking & walk,sKeith & Jet h t

(AKRON); RAM COUNTRY MUSIC; marriage made in heaven. So keep yowoticed an attractive young lady carrying a
RENEGADE RADIO NASHVILLE; eyes open when you see Duck Hedaolgd he commented on the dog and she
RISE UP (SYNDICATED); NASH- emerge, the Jettsters likely to be rigitsponded. In three minutes Jett estab-

VILLE MUSIC MINUTE t her e. What 6s i n lishednthamElizabethJwas fromeAlalsgamay t h
(SYNDICATED); AND ST JUDES. and Duck Head and Williams are a couglad went to the University. The Duo was

- - of heavy hitting brands. invited for drinks with her and her friend,
Speaking of Being Everywhere: You readers know that next who turned out to be

Jettos Sirius XM Ranfbitahing et YWest loves fishing afdend Paul owns a string of restaurants in

hunting. She sits on ready for deer seafb@ and it di dnét take
Back to fsheos everwyear. yAwdhitgusteetsobettar and bzie they know and knew all of the same

other reason is the wild success of her on the property of the Duo since aftgks 8 the movers, the shakers, the good,

Sirius XM radi o s faonwnanager J&onIModreewhs is @hutiiechad and the ugly. We think this might

and entitled | a st ingyfanatic] terfiildHta mineralgyifdod plobenasudding relationship. After drinks at a

I nside The Box. 0 ahdssisch likey élaortheywpayscareful dttePaubowvnet! restaurant, it was lobsters with

Hank and the previously unreleased sotigs to what gets harvested and by whomimelLife and meetings the next day.

Jett and Keith put out in partnership "ht 6s Deer Season ‘great funh
TimeLifed the project that got her & : 8 Neelless to say, Jett closed out the
Grammy nomination. All the neighbors, seeing the racks comiige ar wi t h an Opry appe
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Hawkshaw Hawkins, Jr., Jett & Charlie Rich, Jr.
At Larry Blackd Family |G

F nl@i{h,aJe[rslse%apmses. J_etlt éz I—ﬂgﬁrynﬁ’\omas @ Shreveport Event

November 9th, 2011

Jett Cutting Up @ CMA
Music Interviews Nov. 7th Marty Martel & Jett @ R.O.P.E., Dec. 4,
2011 Photo by Jerry Overcast

Host Bill & Jett In SD Jett & Jimmy Fortune Backstage, SD

Thatdés all for now, fol ks. See you down t
Love ya, Jett



